
Villa Mira Monte Native Garden Management Plan 
Plant Name Management 
2 - Coffee Berry 
Frangula 
californica 

Very low to low water need, Irrigate once per month, has 
very low water requirements, full sun to partial shade, slow 
growing, 6 to 15 feet tall, prune to maintain shape and space 

3 - Coral Bells, 
Alumroot, 
Heuchera var 

Moderate to high water need, benefits from regular 
watering, partial to full shade, benefits from regular watering, 
perennial herb, clean out winter damage stems and leaves to 
encourage new growth in early spring, divide crown every 3-4 
years 

4 – Deergrass, 
Muhlenbergia 
rigens 

Moderate to low water need, irrigate once a month, full sun 
to partial shade,  spikes and leaves to 4 feet tall, avoid pruning, 
thin out old brown growth to maintain shape 

5 – Douglas Iris, 
Iris 
douglasioana 

Moderate to low water need, irrigate 2 times a month, full 
sun, part to full shade, dead head when flower stalks dry,   

6 – Great Valley 
Gumweed, 
Grindelia 
camporum 

Low to very low water needs, irrigate once a month, tall 
erect flower stalks, prune in winter for control and clean up, 
full sun 

7 – Wooly-leaf 
Manzanita, 
Archostaphylos 
tomentosa 

Very low water needs, irrigate once a month, Low and 
spreading, prune in summer to maintain shape and space, full 
sun to partial shade.  

8 – Mugwort, 
Artemesai 
douglasiana 

Low water need, irrigate once a month, full sun to partial 
shade, cut back dead stems in early spring 

9 – Pacific 
Madrone, 
Strawberry 
Tree, Arbutus 
menziesii 

Currently the pacific madrone is a well-developed tree on site 
outside of the native garden area and well maintained. 

10 -   
11 – California 
Poppy, 
Eschscholzia 
californica 

Low water need, irrigate twice a month, full sun, perennial 
herb but spreading by seeds, pull poppies coming up outside 
of its area as it can self-seed prolifically.  

12 – Redflower 
buckwheat, 
Eriogunum 
grande var. 
rubescens 

Low to very low water needs, irrigate once a week, Full sun,  
perennial herb, slow spreading 

13 – Valley Oak, 
Coast live Oak, 
Quercus 
lobata, 

Currently the Valley Oak, Cost Live Oak is a well maintained 
mature oak on site outside of the native garden area and is well 
maintained 



Quercus 
agrifolia 
14 – Wavey-leaf 
Soap Plant, 
Soap Root, 
Chloreogalum 
pomeridianum 

Very low to no water once established, irrigate once a 
month, full sun to partial shade, perennial herb, foliage 
disappear to partial shaders in late summer and emerges in 
spring from below ground tuber/bulb..  

15 – White 
Sage, Salvia 
apiana 

Very low water needs, irrigate once a month,  full sun, 
perennial shrub, prune long flower stems as needed during the 
summer and again in winter. 

16 – California 
Wild grape, 
Vitis californica 

Very low water needs, irrigate once a month, full sun, 
aggressive vine requires pruning through summer to keep it in 
check. In winter prune back stems to 3 nodes leaving  short 
spurs. Consider fewer spurs the better, 5 - 7.   

17 – Yarrow, 
Achillea 
millefolium 

Moderate water needs, water once a week, full sun to partial 
or deep shade , perennial herb. Spreading horizontally via 
rhizomes, consider annual pune back to maintain space. Dead 
head flowers at the end of the season. 

18 -   
19 – Beaked 
Hazelnut, 
Corylus 
cornuta 

Low irrigation needs, irrigate once a month, patial to deep 
shade ( it is an understory shrub), deciduous, it is a multi-
stemmed shrub but can be trained into a small tree (will 
require sprout removal each year), prune to maintain proper 
size. 

20 – Checker 
Lilly, Mission 
Bells, Fritillaria 
affinis  

Low irrigation needs, water 1 x per month, Partial shade, 
perennial herb, bulbs require a moist spring and a dry 
dormancy in summer, allow flowers to dry and self-seed to 
create a fuller look. You can divide the bulbs in winter,  prefer 
slightly acidic soil. 

21 – Chia, 
Salvia 
columbariae 

Low water needs, irrigate twice a month, annual herb, plants 
grow from seed each spring, pull volunteer seedlings to 
contain planting. Full sun, growth cycle is between 100-150 
days, water 2x per month. May need to weed out Chia that are 
sprouting outside of its area. 

22 – Black 
Elderberry – 
Sambucus 
nigra 

Low water needs, irrigate once a month, full sun, tree/multi-
stemmed shrub, will need winter and summer pruning to 
maintain a garden size tree.  

23 – Narrow-
leaf Milkweed, 
Asclepias 
fascicularis 

Low water needs, irrigate twice a month, full sun, perennial 
herb, plant dies back in winter, multiplies via underground 
rhizomes, will need aggressive cut back to maintain space. 
Will self-seed, pull volunteer seedlings. 

24 – Miner’s 
Lettuce, 
Claytonia 
perfoliate  

High water need, requires moist soil, irrigate accordingly, 
grows in partial to full shade, annual herb, grows new from 
seed each year. Allow plants to self-seed and dry out in late 
spring as temps rise.  



25 – Sticky 
Monkeyflower, 
Mimulus 
aurantiacus 
var. pubescens 

Low water need once established, irrigate once a week, 
perennial woody shrub, understory plant, pinch new growth in 
spring to maintain size, prune to maintain size. 

26 – White 
Globe Lilly, 
Fairy lantern, 
Calochortus 
albus 

Low to very low water need, irrigate once a month, partial to 
full sun, dies back once flowering is over, dead head as 
needed. 

27 – Wild Lilac, 
Ceanothus 
cuneatus 
“Centennial” 

Low to very low water needs, irrigate once a month once 
established, full sun to partial shade. 

28 – Glassy 
Onion, Allium 
hyalinum 

Low water needs, water every 2 weeks, spreads by bulblets, 
dig and spread bulbs to enhance planting. No water after 
flower dies, goes dormant in summer.   

29 – California 
Wildrose, Rosa 
californica 

Low water needs, water every 2 weeks, perennial shrub, 
prune to maintain shape, deciduous 

30 – Yerba 
Buena (mint), 
Clinopodium 
douglasii 

Modertae to low water needs, irrigate once a week, partial 
to full shade, perennial herb, prune to maintain space. 

31 – Scarlet 
Buglar, 
Penstemon 
centranthifolius 

Low water need, irrigate every 2 weeks, full sun to partial 
shade, perennial herb. 

32 – California 
Buttercup, 
Ranunculus 
californicus 

Very low water need,  no summer water needed as plant 
goes dormant,   full sun to partial shade, perennial herb, cut 
plant to the ground once dormant, self seeds so pull 
volunteers as needed to maintain space 

Irrigation  1 per week – 1 Gallon 
Every 2 weeks – 2 Gallons 
Every 3 weeks – 3 to 5 Gallons 
Once a month – 5 gallons 

 


