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VMM Gates Remain Closed until March 31st

It’s been a year since we closed Villa Mira Monte and we are anxious to open the gates. However, due to our great 
concern for the health and safety of our volunteers and the community, the Board has decided to stay closed until March 
31st. We will continue to monitor County COVID Guidelines and when permitted for safe operation we will open the 
gates to once again share this great resource with the community. We appreciate your understanding and support!

Roger Knopf, President

With 2021 in full swing, the Pandemic and accompanying health regulations have required us all to 
reassess what to do and how. Our Board of Directors identified two key responsibilities: to preserve 
the long-term viability of the Historical Society; and to maintain and preserve Villa Mira Monte, the 
community asset that has been entrusted to our nonprofit organization. 

In this issue of our quarterly newsletter we cover a lot of ground, reflecting our work, our goals and 
our hopes for MHHS in the near future. During the turbulent summer of 2020, our Board was asked 
to take positions on current events. We revisited our Mission Statement and reaffirmed our 
commitment to collect, preserve and present the history of our community; not to “make history.” By 
the fall we had drafted and approved a Position Statement supporting ethnic and social justice (see 
article). 

It was with a heavy heart that the Board and Operating Group said goodbye to Board member Linnie Lee in November. 
Linnie and Carl have our best wishes in their new home with extended family in Atlanta (see article). 

In December we adopted our 2021 Operating Plan, borne out of our October annual planning retreat. I am proud of our 
Board and Operating Committees for developing the charters, goals and budgets that went into our 2021 Operating Plan, 
well done team! As we adapt to the pandemic’s uncertainties, some elements of our Plan may need modification, but we 
have a plan and we will adapt as needed. The budget we adopted has a small deficit that we hope to remedy with a 
fundraiser later this year. Otherwise, we will have to dip into reserves. 

The Board is committed to maintaining Villa Mira Monte; the structures, grounds and landscape in the park-like 
condition that is expected by our community. Although VMM is closed due to the pandemic regulations we are prepared 
to open as soon as regulations permit. We did open for 5 hours in late October under strict supervision and monitoring to 
recognize and celebrate Día De Los Muertos (see article). 
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In December the Membership Committee kicked off the annual membership renewal drive. Thank you, members for your 
quick and generous responses (see articles “Blessing of Members” and “Skip the Holiday Tea” to get an idea of our 
member spirit). 

We are proud of our filmmaker team for their successful December film screening of Stories from the Past 2020 which 
included an interactive Q&A with notable guest speakers from our community (see article).

In this issue, our Director of Volunteers, Margo Hinnenkamp, pays tribute to one of our great volunteers, Madeline 
Bottari—a wonderful role model, thank you! 

Another big thank you to Kathy Devine who maintains the History Museum, helps develop curriculum for our field trips, 
collects artifacts for displays and catalogues our collection. She also has opportunities for volunteers to get involved (see 
note below). We celebrate our 50th anniversary in July, stay tuned for more details!

All the Best to all of you in this New Year!

Landmark Plaque Erected 

Villa Mira Monte was officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. This 
register is the official list of the Nation’s historic places worthy of preservation. Authorized by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service’s National Register of Historic 
Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, 
evaluate, and protect America’s historic and archeological resources.

There are more than 95,000 properties listed in the National Register and almost every county in the 
United States has at least one place listed. There are 118 listed properties in Santa Clara County. 
Morgan Hill has four of them including Villa Mira Monte. The other three are Malaguerra Winery, 
Poverty Flats Site and Rhoades Ranch.

The Board of Directors of the Morgan Hill Historical Society 
recently installed the plaque on the beautiful wrought iron fence 
positioned just to the right of the main walkway entrance to Villa 
Mira Monte. It celebrates the status of Villa Mira Monte as a local 
historic treasure for present and future generations and highlights 
the significance of the Morgan Hill Historical Society’s 
volunteer-led efforts to preserve this unique historic site. 

The plaque committee worked diligently with Franklin Bronze 
Plaques, to create the strikingly beautiful plaque. Funding was 
made possible through generous contributions from Historical 
Society members Beth Wyman, Bill Briggs, Margo Hinnenkamp 
and Kathy Sullivan.

We await the time when we can safely open the gates and welcome 
you back to Villa Mira Monte to celebrate the mounting of the 
plaque.
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MHHS appreciates Linnie & Carl Lee’s donations of a 
bronze statue with three joyful children sitting on a log 
holding a bird. The statue was cast by artist Nifao 
(nifao.com) using the ancient old "Lost Wax Method" and 
stained in a green and brown patina finish.

Currently located at the back of the House in the paved 
garden area. Future plans are to move it to the front of the 
property in a more prominent area to be enjoyed by 
visitors. They also donated a wicker loveseat, two chairs 
and a table for use on the House veranda. 

A Call for News Junkies & Closet 
History Nerds 

History trivia - The Morgan Hill Sentinel was the first 
Morgan Hill newspaper, but after a single issue it was 
purchased by the Morgan Hill Times which continues to be 
the longest operating newspaper in downtown. Looking for 
something to do while sequestered within your home 
during this pandemic? Well, if you are willing to spend a 
few hours going through some old newspapers – we have a 
jobjob for you!  We have approximately 20 boxes of old 
newspapers. They are not all from the same source, not all 
Morgan Hill news and there may also be some magazines 
and other pamphlets in these boxes.  

Kathy Devine is asking for volunteers to take a box home 
and “discover” what is inside each box. She has created a 
list of criteria detailing the type of information we would 
like to keep. Anything not on the list can be recycled. You 
will document basic information on anything worthy of 
keeping on a spreadsheet, included in the box, or Kathy can 
send you a spreadsheet file for to type in the information. 

Kathy can schedule a time/date to deliver a box directly to 
you or arrange for you to pick one up from the Museum. If 
you are interested in helping on this project, please contact 
Kathy Devine at
kdevine@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com - or – mobile: 
408-891-2789. 

Page Turners for History Lovers
by Andrea Bazely

Beautiful Statue for Rose Garden

In every setback there’s a silver lining. For example, during 
a year of pandemic-driven business losses, U.S. book sales 
rose by more than 8 percent. Coincidentally, we decided to 
make the most of the lockdown and provide a new service 
to the community by enhancing our website with a new 
BOOKS section. Disclaimer: we’re not trying to be 
Amazon or Good Reads, our goal is simply to provide you 
withwith a small, curated selection of books that line up with 
our mission. So visit www.morganhillhistoricalsoci-
ety.com/books and discover a variety of historical nonfic-
tion and historical fiction books that focus on our local or 
regional history. Mini reviews help you hone in quickly on 
a book to satisfy your current thirst for history. We thank 
long-time friend and supporter Sue Olt for providing book 
reviews. Once you’ve selected a title you can order it at 
Booksmart of Morgan Hill or borrow a copy from the 
Morgan Hill Library. 

Happy reading, history lovers!
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Dia De Los Muertos Educational Event 
By Kathy Devine 

On November 2, 2020 the Morgan Hill Historical Society funded through a Santa 
Clara County Historic Grant Program, presented its first community educational event 
for Dia De Los Muertos  (Day of the Dead). Under the direction of Kat Napoli, the 
committee created a plan that; accommodated the Covid-19 restrictions and 
precautions, allowed for scheduled public involvement and safety for all volunteer 
involvement. Informative materials were created, a demonstration alter was exhibited 
and area experts were available to talk with visitors.

Some 65 participants within 35 different family groups were able to visit and contribute 
to one of two community altars. Participants were allowed to bring three items to 
contribute and leave on the altars. Informative posters described the use of calaveras – 
skeletons, and the significance and meaning of various altar components.  In addition to 
the time spent engaging with the altars and sharing stories related to their departed, the 
participants could pick up handouts on creating an altar at home, a recipe for “Day of 
the Dead Bread”, and a take-away skull pattern, to color and decorate at home.  

We could not have accomplished this event without the help of our volunteers. We extend our profound appreciation to: 
Bill Napoli, Karl Bjarke, Ellie Weston, Margo Hinnenkamp, Sue Olt, Roger Knopf, Robin Shepherd, Kathy Sullivan, 
Brian Sullivan, Diane Wischmann and our esteemed experts, Mary J. Andrade and Elena E. Robles.

Volunteer Extraordinaire

When Madeline and her husband, Steve, moved to Morgan Hill from Redwood City in 2016, she 
immediately fell in love with the friendly, small-town atmosphere of our city. In fact, it was that 
friendliness that drew them to Morgan Hill when they decided to give up big city life for a simpler 
environment. 

Madeline first learned about the Morgan Hill Historical Society when she attended a holiday party at 
a neighbor’s home and met Kathy Sullivan and Jean Haneke. Their enthusiasm for our organization 
was contagious and Madeline decided to join our volunteer staff as a docent for the house and 
museum in order to learn more about us and to have the opportunity to share her eagerness with 
visitors to our historic property.

In December, 2017, Madeline was assisting with the creation of the raffle baskets for our annual Holiday Tea when she 
met Linda Withrow. It didn’t take long for the two of them to be crowned the Queens of the Raffle Baskets. If you have 
been fortunate enough to win one of these incredibly gorgeous baskets, then you have been blessed by the combined 
talents of Madeline and Linda.

What does Madeline appreciate the most about her involvement with the MHHS? “The people!” she instantly replies to 
that question. Madeline is truly a lover of people and relishes meeting folks who are new to our organization and the 
history of our city. She appreciates having the time to chat with visitors to our site and learning about them even as she 
teaches them about the colorful history of some of our early residents.

Madeline speaks enthusiastically about our events such as the Holiday Tea, the summer picnics, the History 
Conversations, and the Mad Hatter Tea. As we move into 2021 she will continue to work on planning and implementing 
MHHS events. She sees these events as a way to include the community-at-large in our welcoming organization. She 
remains optimistic about the future of the MHHS and urges us to focus on attracting new residents in our community in 
unique and interesting ways.

In 2019, Madeline was chosen as our Outstanding Philanthropist of the year and was honored at the annual Morgan Hill 
Community Foundation dinner event. An honor that was much deserved by a tireless volunteer.

Madeline is truly a volunteer extraordinaire and we appreciate all that she is and does to make our organization a success.
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Skip the Holiday Tea: Not these Ladies

Dozens of our loyal December Holiday Tea attendees were sorely disappointed this past December 
when they heard that our spectacular annual tea was cancelled due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 

But 4 devoted fans of the tea found another way to celebrate the season. Mary Wright, along with 3 
immediate family members created a wonderful replica of our tea. Mary and her mom, Myrna Link, 
Myrna’s sister, Teresa Caceres and her daughter, Carla Demartini, have attended the annual Holiday Tea 
every year since the second year it was held. So they decided to hold their very own tea on the patio.

On the 1st weekend of December, the usual time for the Holiday 
Tea, they chose to celebrate in their own way. The table was set 
with holiday dishes, and adorned with a beautiful centerpiece that 

was given to the person with the special star underneath her plate. The traditional tea 
party food was served including the Guglielmo Winery champagne that is always 
served at the Morgan Hill House. They even created raffle baskets in keeping with the 
theme of the day.

All 4 of these women dressed up in their finest tea party attire, toasted one another in 
the anticipation of a much better year to come, and kicked off the winter holiday 
season in grand style.

These ladies all agree that they are really looking forward to future Morgan Hill Historical Society Holiday Teas and they 
encourage you to join as a member to be updated on future Villa Mira Monte events and programs. 

MEDIA: New History Makers Docuseries

Work is underway on a new-and-different film series called History Makers. The first 
documentary in the series is targeted for release in Fall 2021. This marks a creative 
departure from our ongoing Stories from the Past series by allowing our filmmaker 
team to focus on a single theme for each film. As you probably know, 2021 is a big 
milestone for Morgan Hill Historical Society—a time to reflect and celebrate 50 years of community spirit and dedication 
to the preservation of local history. This year’s film will transport us to the early 1970s when an eclectic group of people 
came to a common realization: it is our unique history that sets us apart and creates a sense of identity and belonging to 
the place we call home. Thanks to this little group and others who joined in the decades since, the Historical Society 
became a reality. Without their passion and collaboration, Villa Mira Monte might not exist today, founding families 
mightmight never have been honored, the history of indigenous peoples might never have been acknowledged, and we might 
have become yet another colorless city with a forgotten, paved-over past. It’s a story of how our community survived 
setbacks, celebrated victories, and held on to its history through it all. History Makers is a multi-film, multi-year project 
made possible by a grant from a generous local family that shares our desire to keep history alive and share it with our 
community for generations to come. Stay tuned for updates on social media and our website.

Morgan Hill Museum -  Pandemic Project 
By Kathy Devine

These are extraordinary times and our lives have been forever changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Morgan Hill 
Historical Society and Museum recognize the importance of capturing this history and would like to ask the communities 
of Morgan Hill, Coyote, Madrone and San Martin to help us document community experiences and preserve them for 
future generations.

We would like to collect your stories, photos, and personal accounts. What have you experienced, how has the pandemic 
disrupted your lives? How are you coping with the changes in your household and your social interactions? If you are 
interested and want to participate in helping us record current history, please visit our website at 
morganhillhistoricalsociety.org. 
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Board Bids Farewell to Linnie Lee

The Board was saddened by the October resignation of Linnie Lee due to a relocation to be closer to 
family in Atlanta, GA. We wish her and husband Carl the very best in their new home. Linnie lit up 
any space she entered with her warm welcoming smile and greeting. Always a pleasure to work with 
her, she was a significant asset to the Board. Eager to learn and contribute to the Society’s mission, 
she jumped right in to take on significant roles. Linnie, we love you!

At the time of her departure, she served as Board Secretary and Membership Chair. To ensure a 
smooth transition she worked with Margo Hinnenkamp to take on the acting Secretary role and Kathy 
Sullivan to take on acting Membership Chair. If anyone has an interest in volunteering to transitioning 
into these positions. Contact Margo Hinnenkamp at margohin@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com. 

“Iconic Morgan Hill” Postcards

We rang in the 2020 holiday season by introducing “Iconic 
Morgan Hill,” a fantastic new postcard series featuring the artful 
photography of Susan Brazelton. Susan is a Morgan Hill resident 
and supporter of MHHS who has given her time and talent to 
capture unique and memorable elements of our local landscape.  
She is also co-founder and past President of the Morgan Hill 
Photography Club. “Iconic Morgan Hill” features the landmark 
HiramHiram Morgan Hill House, the famous sculpture “Waiting for the 
Train,” Guglielmo Winery, Granada Theater, Morgan Hill 
Methodist Church, the historic Skeels and Votaw buildings, the 

Community Playhouse, Rosy’s at the Beach, the “Harmony Tree” at City Hall, the 
notorious Tarantula at Fourth St Parking Garage, and last but not least, El Toro Peak. 
These collectible postcards are now available at Booksmart of Morgan Hill. 
According to Booksmart co-owner Cinda Meister, “We’re so excited to have 
postcards in the store. People ask for them all the time. Morgan Hill customers buy 
them as keepsakes because they’re so beautiful or give them as gifts, visitors like to 
send them home with a message like ‘We were here!’” Visit Booksmart at 421 
Vineyard Town Center, Morgan Hill.Vineyard Town Center, Morgan Hill.

Celebrating 50 Years as “History Keepers”

The Morgan Hill Historical Society was founded a half-century ago, in July 1971 to be exact. The formation of this 
nonprofit might never have happened. We might not have been able to boast today that the original home of our city’s 
namesake, a museum full of treasures and a historic park remain a lovingly cared-for legacy for the benefit of our entire 
community. None of this would have been possible if not for a diverse yet like-minded group of people who understood 
the value of preserving and sharing local history for future generations. Throughout 2021, we have the pleasure of 
honoringhonoring the amazing directors, volunteers, community partners and historical society members who have inspired and 
supported our efforts through decades of growth and change. Stay tuned as we share our 50-year saga of learning, 
leadership, hard work and fun on the path to creating the fantastic organization we have today.

History has the power to unite us,
and history is alive and well

right here in Coyote, Madrone, Morgan Hill and San Martin!!

Page 6Morgan Hill Historical Society



Position Statement Supporting Ethnic and Social Justice

In August 2020 our Board of Directors proactively adopted a resolution in support of the City of Morgan Hill's July 2020 
Resolution 20-039 denouncing violence; committing to a diverse, supportive, inclusive community; and applying this 
commitment to the Society’s activities, programs and communications. Knowing our history of social injustice calls us 
to learn from the past and to remain firm in our resolve to uphold this resolution in present and future times.

“To communicate the truths of history is an act of hope for the future”
- Daisaku Ikeda

Link to the resolution: 
https://bd40f3d1-663b-499d-90c6-628263c15b88.filesusr.com/ugd/136a6b_62d507daf4a14d55bc2c6b0c2f8197fd.pdf
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MEDIA: Stories from the Past 2020

We are happy to report that our first-ever Watch Party was a hit! In December, the 
debut screening of Stories from the Past 2020 was a bright spot during an otherwise 
dark winter of sheltering in place. Once again, our creative filmmakers from Selah 
Productions and 152 West Productions produced a memorable and beautiful film. 
Each of the film’s stories exemplified the diverse ancestry, immigrant history, and 
way of life that our community represents; from a fifth-generation rancher who helped 
save an endangered butterfly to a postmaster who helped the FBI catch a spy. Through 
a a partnership with Santa Clara County Library District, we not only screened our film 
but followed it with an interactive panel with notable guest speakers John McKay 
(Morgan Hill City Council), Krista Rupp (Visit Morgan Hill) and Connie Ludewig 
(San Martin Neighborhood Alliance). The entire event took place on Zoom and Facebook, enjoyed by families across the 
County and beyond. Thanks to generous community partners, attendees had the opportunity to participate in a random 
prize drawing with fantastic gifts. All Stories from the Past films are freely viewable at morganhillhistoricalsociety.com. 

Nils 
Myers

Robin 
Shepherd 
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Blessing of Members Who Sustain MHHS.

Memberships provide an amazing gift that sustains our mission. Many of you sent in very generous 2021 membership 
donations by December 31st to qualify for our Iconic Morgan Hill Postcard promotion pack. The postcards have been 
mailed. We hope you enjoy them. For those of you who have yet renew or join, it’s not too late – you will find the form 
on our website to submit online: www.morganhillhistoricalsociety.org/membership.  Or print the online form and mail it 
to the address on the form. 

In light of the pandemic curtailing our fundraising activities for last year and most likely much of this year, your response 
is very heartening. Please keep in mind that the pandemic has prohibited our fundraising and educational events this year 
… but expenses for the maintenance and preservation of Villa Mira Monte continue even while the gates remain closed. 
Your memberships make it possible for an all-volunteer nonprofit Board of Directors and volunteers to preserve, 
maintain and operate Villa Mira Monte, a community gem and national registered landmark. Our volunteers continue to 
workwork on grant projects, our social media presence to keep us engaged with the community and plans for when COVID 
guidelines permit us to open our gates to welcome the public back in.

We look forward to receiving your membership donation and thank you for your support!

Benefactor:

Robert Bettencourt
Chris & Nancy Reynolds

Steve & Madeline Bottari
John Enright & Louella Rosso Bourgerie

William & Kathleen Biggs
Michael Brookman
Nancy Castle Buchanan
Shana Caposio
Larry CarrLarry Carr

George & Molly Crowe
Joan Della Maggiore
Tim & Susan Edes

Edward & Carol Ferri Jr.
Karen France
Jeanne Gregg

George & Janice GuglielmoGeorge & Janice Guglielmo
Bill & Mary Hiland

Rick & Margo Hinnenkamp
Ruth Johnson

Gene & Patricia Kindred
Michael & Barbara Klyszeiko

Teresa Larice
Dave & Perrin LartonDave & Perrin Larton

Bill & Monica McClintock
Frank & Issie Mosunic
Kathy & Bill Napoli
Mark & Roseanne Oty
Mike & Karen Parks
Jeff & Bobbie Pederson

Roger Schindewolf & Patty RobinsonRoger Schindewolf & Patty Robinson
Brian & Kathy Sullivan
Maurine Tobin

Robert Ward & Martin Guerrero
Ron & Peggy Woolf

Enthusiasts:

Anthony Goularte in memory of Jane 
Susan Farris 
Susan Fritts 

Roger & Janie Knopf

Champions:

John & Michelle McKay 
Sylvia Cook

Karl & Lisa Bjarke  
Roger & Michele Burch
Kathy & Joe Devine
Dana & Elaine Ditmore
John & Holly HenryJohn & Holly Henry
Joan Marfia Lewis
Clay Pytlik 
Paul Ward

Robin Shepherd 
Teresa & John Stephenson

Patrons:

Jim & Barbara Ahlin
Alfred & Sharon Alciati
Bill & Cathy Allen
Vickie Anerich
Marilyn Barrow

Robert & Betty Beach
Ed & Barbara BoniEd & Barbara Boni

IN APPRECIATION FOR MEMBERSHIP RECEIVED TO DATE
Individual & family members who support the Society’s mission at $150 plus.
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Community Partners who have joined or renewed with financial support

City of Morgan Hill

Guglielmo Winery 

Heather’s Original HeatShield

Nancy Reynolds, Rainmaker Real Estate

Rosy’s at the Beach 

Colibri Art & Framing 

Ladera Grill Ladera Grill 

Rotary Club Morgan Hill

ASCO Services, Inc. 

Cal Color Growers

George Chiala Farms, Inc.   

Jachimowicz Law Group    

Jet Electric

Johnson Lumber ACE HardwareJohnson Lumber ACE Hardware

Lee A. Olsen, A.E Tax & Bus. Consultant

MH Engineering Company 

M & L Precision Machining, Inc.    

van Keulen & van Keulen Attorneys at Law

Anritsu

Pacific Diversified Insurance Services, Inc

Recology South Valley Recology South Valley 

South Valley Fleurs Garden Club

Carol Spence Interior Design 

Cindy Miller, Coldwell banker

D.R. Domenichini Construction    

Edward Boss Prado Foundation

Frank’s Plumbing

M & H Tavern      M & H Tavern      

Mainstream Boutique

Murphy’s Mercantile 

www.morgan-hill.ca.gov

www.guglielmowinery.com

www.heatshieldstore.com

www.nancyreynoldshomes.com 

www.rosysatthebeach.com

www.colibrigallery.com

www.laderagrill.comwww.laderagrill.com

www.morganhillrotary.org

www.ascoair.com

www.calcolorgrowers.com

www.gcfarmsinc.com

www.jachlawgroup.com

www.johnson-lumber.com

laoea@garlic.comlaoea@garlic.com

www.mlprecision.com

www.anritsu.com

www.pdins.com

www.recology.com

www.facebook.com/SouthValleyFleursGardenClub

www.carolspenceinteriordesign.com

www.coldwellbankerhomes.comwww.coldwellbankerhomes.com

www.drdcon.com

www.edwardbossprado.org

www.mainstreamboutique.com 

www.murphysmercantile.com
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On the Road Again Classics    

Pinnacle Manufacturing    

Renteria Bros Custom Shop       

RNP Advisory Services 

Rocca’s Market      

South County Animal Hospital 

Hiland Consulting Hiland Consulting 

Laura Sordello

Morgan Hill Photography Club

Ron Kumar Notary Public

The Valley of Heart’s Delight

AAUW

BookSmart

www.ontheroadagainclassics.com

www.team-pinnacle.com

roccasmarket.isoars.com

www.southcountyanimalhospital.com

www.hilandconsulting.org

morganhillphotographyclub.org

info@kumarrr.com info@kumarrr.com 

www.thevalleyofheartsdelight.org

www.aauwmh.org

mybooksmart.indielite.org
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City Partnership

We thank City Staff members Chris Ghione, Maureen 
Tobin, Nichole Martin, Jennie Tucker and others for their 
work with our team to provide services that support Villa 
Mira Monte and MHHS events. We also appreciate Norma 
Bussing and Brigitte Crawford of the Library, Cultural and 
Arts Commissioners (LCAC) for their work with MHHS to 
explore opportunities for support. 




